
Standing in her field, Ama Mary discusses the impact 
compost is having on her harvest. “I am certain this will 
make my crops flourish,” she says. Ama Mary is a small-
scale farmer from Cheranda in Kintampo district in the 
Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana.

The compost she uses is all organic and prepared by her, 
using household waste like peanut husks, maize cobs, 
animal droppings, water and worms. “With this, I will not 
buy inorganic fertilizer for my farm this year,” Ama Mary 
says.

This compost will enrich the soil on her farm, where Ama 
Mary grows okra and maize.

She learned about soil health and how to make compost 
by listening to a radio program on Adars FM, Akuafo Mo 

(Congratulations to farmers). Composting is a simple 
method for men or women farmers to improve soil 

health, as it is not labour intensive. It is also affordable.

Four radio stations broadcasting in the Brong Ahafo and 
Northern regions of Ghana have been airing information 
on composting, fertilizer and other techniques to improve 
soil health. This is part of an effort to support farmers’ 
adaptation to climate change.

Many farmers in northern Ghana have noticed decreased 
yields, as they harvest fewer vegetables than farmers 
of the area did decades ago. Soil health is a major part 
of this decreased yield, and just one of the impacts of 
climate change upon the region. A warmer, wetter rainy 
season and longer, drier dry season is affecting the food 
security and income of many farmers in Ghana.

Simple improvements in land preparation, seed selection, 
soil health, disease management and harvesting 
practices can help farmers adapt to climate change.  
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Amplifying Voice:

2014-2015 online 
annual report

We know that knowledge can transform lives by 
empowering farmers and rural communities to tackle a 
variety of development challenges, from producing more 
food and protecting the local environment, to promoting 
good health. 

But we also know that sharing knowledge is not enough. 

Farming families also need to have a stronger voice in 
their own development. 

We have worked hard this year to amplify the voices of 
small-scale farmers using radio. Learn more about our 
impact in our online annual report: 

2015.farmradio.org.
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Jefferson Massah of Radio Gbarnga in Liberia has been serving Bong County 
with regular updates on the local and international response to Ebola, as well as 
information on how to recognize the disease and where to get help. Jefferson 
used the lessons he learned in FRI’s training courses, including the 2012 
e-course, to produce The Ebola Situation Report.

Pilirani Chimutu Mazizi from Mudziwathu Community Radio in Mchinji District, 
Malawi, has been serving groundnut (peanut) farmers with important planting, 
post-harvest and marketing advice. Her work on Tipindule ndi Mtedza (Profiting 
from Groundnuts) has seen great results. 

Clara Moita from Radio 5 in Arusha, Tanzania, has worked hard to ensure 
her programs feature the voices of men and women farmers, connecting with 
her listeners via phone calls, SMS text messages and social media. “It is a 
participatory radio program and has been popular especially for farmers because 
of its content and interactivity that help [farmers] learn more about improved 
agricultural practices,” Clara said.

Norbert Koudougou Yameogo from Radio Palabre in Koudougou, Burkina Faso, 
is passionate about the power of radio to serve women and men, broadcasting 
information they need in their own language. This is why he was selected by 
station management to host two FRI programs: one on maternal health and 
another on nutritious orange-fleshed sweet potatoes.

Djeneba Konare from Radio Welena in Nonzombougou, Mali, has been active 
in her pursuit of training opportunities to better serve her listening audience. 
Djeneba first connected with FRI through a 2009 scriptwriting course, and since 
made several trips to FRI’s Mali office, on her own initiative and with her own 
funding, to enhance her radio editing and production skills. 

Dedicated broadcasters:

Our George Atkins Communications Award winners
The George Atkins Communications Award recognizes farm radio broadcasters for their outstanding commitment and 
contribution to food security and poverty reduction in low-income countries. These individuals work tirelessly to serve 
farming communities through radio and are valuable partners of Farm Radio International.

Meet the 2015 award winners:
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I have been a happy supporter 
of Farm Radio International for a 
number of years now and have 
recently returned from a trip to 
Tanzania with my sister Carol.  The 
purpose of my visit, other than a 
little tourism, was to have a look at 
Farm Radio International’s operation 
in Arusha and to visit some local 
farms and radio stations.

Farm Radio has always had a special 
place in my heart as the work they 
do and the service they provide is 
of immeasurable value. It all started 
many years ago when I bumped into 
George Atkins in an elevator in an 
Ottawa hotel. I commented on the 
Order of Canada pin on his lapel and 
he began to tell me his story and 
that of Farm Radio. 

My participation in Farm Radio has 
been modest but I felt important. 
My funding has helped to provide 
training to local African radio 
producers and broadcasters so they 
can better involve listeners in a close 
and personal way on each broadcast. 

Central to my visit to Tanzania 

was a trip to see farmers in action. 
No sooner had I arrived in Kikwe 
village than they put me to work. I 
tilled a small plot of land, weeded 
it and planted what is locally called 
“Chinese lettuce.” It was a great 
experience and though I watered 
much of the soil with the sweat of 
my brow, I understood how much 
farmers value what they learn from 
Farm Radio and how it can be shared 
between them. 

Apaikunda Anderson told me how 
she learned about water rights and 
how she kept the course of a stream 
from being diverted from her plot 
of land. This inspired some of her 
neighbours to do the same. The 
radio also gave them a voice where 
they thought they hadn’t the right to 
speak.

Our next visit was with Mamma Ana 
and her family. I must say that I 
was not only amazed at the different 
ways they produce food, not only 
for their own consumption but for 
resale. They seem to be involved in 
just about everything from growing 
coffee to honey production to making 
several varieties of cheese. Mamma 
Ana was able to organize several 
of her neighbours to increase milk 
production for the purpose of making 
a variety of cheeses sold in distant 
hotels, restaurants and markets. 
She demonstrated how a bit of 
knowledge with lots of hard work 
could benefit not only her family but 
neighbouring families too.

Though I knew that Farm Radio was 
doing some great work in Africa, 
it was good to see first-hand how 
information changes lives and 
empowers people. I’ve always been 
a dedicated supporter of Farm Radio 
and my involvement with them will 
continue to grow in the coming 
years.

“I understood how much 

farmers value what they 

learn from Farm Radio 

and how it can be shared 

between them.”

WATERING THE SOIL WITH THE 

SWEAT OF HIS BROW

FRI supporter David Frere visits Tanzania to see farmers, and 
Farm Radio, in action.
By David Frere
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Farm Radio Resource Pack 101:

Sharing the how-tos 

of broadcasting 

Our Farm Radio Resource Packs 
include more than just scripts. 
How-to docs have been featured in 
the resource packs for the past few 
issues, offering broadcasters advice 
on techniques to enhance the quality 
of their farmer program.

Our 101st issue of the Farm Radio 
Resource Packs included four how-
tos covering how to gather and 
use audience feedback. Gathering 
feedback from listeners can ensure a 
show is entertaining and meeting the 
needs of the audience.

Broadcasters can use a variety 
of techniques, from field visits to 

“beeping,” to collect feedback.  
Farmers can leave a missed call 
“beep” free of charge to participate in 
mobile polls. 

Information like this can spark the 
imagination of broadcasters, and fuel 
their drive to make their programs 
more interactive, entertaining and 
informative to listeners. 

Many thanks to Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Development Canada and our 
Canadian donors for supporting the 
production of Farm Radio Resource 
Packs.

Design: Warren Chang | Contributors: David Frere, Kathryn Burnham and Brenda Jackson

Supporting broadcasters in developing 

countries to strengthen small-scale 

farming and rural communities.

Farm Radio International  

1404 Scott Street | Ottawa, Ontario | K1Y 4M8  
Tel: 613-761-3650 | Fax: 613-798-0990 

Toll-free: 1-888-773-7717  
Email: info@farmradio.org | www.farmradio.org

Donate online at farmradio.org  

Tax receipts are issued for all donations  
of $10 or more.  
Charitable Registration Number (BN) 
11888 4808 RR0001

Farmers feed us all year round: 

This Thanksgiving, Thank a 
Farmer
Once again we are thanking farmers around the world for 
their hard work that feeds us everyday. Leave a message 
of thanks for farmers at 1-888-504-3663. 

Raise your voice and raise $20: Messages left before   
Oct. 7 could be aired by our campaign partners in Canada 
or by our broadcasting partners in Africa. Each message 

left before Thanksgiving will raise $20 for FRI, thanks to a 
generous supporter.

Follow for four: You can also connect with us via social 
media to share your thanks for farmers. Each follow 
gained on Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and Youtube by 
Thanksgiving will earn FRI a donation of $1. Show your 
support for FRI and help grow our reach by sharing this 
campaign through your own networks.

Whatever you are eating this Thanksgiving, farmers made 
it happen. Share your thanks for what farmers do today 
and every day. Learn more about the campaign online at 
farmradio.org/thanks.

Quadruple your impact: All donations 

received by Thanksgiving will 

be matched three-to-one by our 

generous supporter.
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