
By: Sarah Andrewes 

My grandmother taught me a lot of things. How to play 
badminton and card games, how to knit. She taught me 
to pick raspberries, but never wildflowers. She taught 
me my family history by sharing photos and stories, 
her dad’s old fishing rods, and her dance cards from the 
1930s when she met my grandfather and FRI’s founder, 
George Atkins.

Above all, she taught me that generosity comes not only 
in what you give but in how you support others. A large 
part of this lesson came from watching her help get FRI 
off the ground, almost 40 years ago. In the earliest days 
of the organization, she worked with my grandfather to 
send out script packages to farm radio broadcasters in 
developing countries. As the organization evolved, she 
traveled with him to meet and learn from farmers and 
broadcasters around the world.

As I reflect on my grandmother’s life, I marvel at the 
adventures she had and am struck by how much the 
world has changed over the course of the last century. 
When she was born, there was no television and most 
people did not have a telephone in their homes — let 
alone in their hands. Regardless of how much change she 
observed, some things stayed the same. The importance 
of being generous of spirit and supporting those around 
you are two of those things. The power of radio is another.

Janet Babion Atkins (nee Blackwood), born May 8, 1916, 
died peacefully on April 17, 2016, in Wiarton, Ontario. She 
was the devoted wife of the late George Stuart Atkins, 
founder of Farm Radio International.  Sarah Andrewes is 
Janet’s eldest granddaughter and a 
member of FRI’s board of directors.
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A Life Well Lived
Remembering  

Janet Atkins

Celebrating 37 years
On May 1, 1979, copies of our first script package were mailed out to 34 broadcasters 
in 26 developing countries. Thirty-seven years later, we reach millions of farmers 
through more than 600 radio stations in 39 African countries.



 

Radio Provides a 
Lifeline
for Drought-Affected Farmers 
in Ethiopia
The worst drought that Ethiopia has 
seen in decades is just now making 
news in the developed world, but 
the FRI team in Ethiopia has already 
been working for months to help 
farmers cope. 

Before the drought took hold, our 
Ethiopia team was in the midst 
of designing a multi-month radio 
program on sorghum (a staple grain) 
for farmers in the Tigray Region. It 
was an in-depth planning process, 

which involved consultations with 
local partners and farmers. 

When the radio program hit the air, 
there had not yet been an official 
declaration of drought. But as it aired 
and drought conditions set in, it 
became increasingly clear that the 
carefully planned radio program was 
not aligned with the new realities 
facing farmers. Freyhiwot Nadew, 
the head of FRI’s office in Ethiopia, 
knew there was a problem because 
farmers were calling into radio stations 
saying so.

In Tigray and other hard-hit 
areas, radio programs have been 
overhauled to help small-scale 
farmers deal with the double threat 
of drought and heavy, unpredictable 
rains associated with a particularly 
strong El Niño occurrence. 

Radio is helping farmers to time 

their harvests just before heavy 
rains in order to save their crops, 
and to harvest this water for their 
livestock and fields. They are learning 
to harvest crop stubble as feed for 
their livestock and identify other 
alternative feed sources. Pastoralists 
are being encouraged to switch 
one ox for four to six goats so that 
they have the option to sell off 
livestock gradually and retain more 
control over their assets. And they 
are learning about how to make 
sure their drinking water is safe 
and to prioritize the wellbeing of 
pregnant women, nursing mothers, 
and children — who are often most 
vulnerable to malnutrition.

For farmers in Ethiopia, much will 
depend on whether the rains come 
this year, but one thing is for sure: 
Radio will be there to help them deal 
with whatever comes their way.

As a friend and supporter of FRI, you know the powerful 
role that radio can play in farmers’ lives and the 
importance of supporting agricultural radio broadcasting. 

Across Africa, broadcasters are working hard to meet 
farmers’ needs. Access to training opportunities like our 
e-course can help them do even more to make the best 
of the opportunity that they have to serve their listeners. 

Ninety broadcasters from across sub-Saharan Africa 
recently participated in our farmer program e-course. 
With mentorship from experienced broadcasters from 
around the world, the e-course participants learned how 
to design radio programs that are more entertaining, 
informative, and audience driven. To this end, great 
emphasis was placed on techniques to increase 
engagement with and gather feedback from both male 
and female farmers.

“The original radio program featured topics such as micro-
irrigation and marketing. But learning how to use water and 
sell their harvests was of no use to farmers dealing with 
drought and failed crops. The radio program had to change 
in order to help farmers cope with their new reality.”

Farmer program e-course

12 
weeks

90 broadcasters
incl. 30 women

32 awards
for excellent

program design

11 
Countries

50 stations



This radio campaign 
on raising guinea fowl 
is part of our “Radio 
for farmer value chain 
development” project. 
Funded by Global Affairs 
Canada, the project was 
awarded the 2015 WSIS 
Project Prize for its use 
of innovative information 
and communication 
technologies to support 
development. So far, it has 
reached more than four 
million farmers. 

THANK YOU!
Because of generous 

donors like you, we were 
able to move into the 
second phase of the 
project, which is running 
radio campaigns on guinea 
fowl and cowpea value 
chains in Ghana and the 
legume value chain in Mali.

Update on  

Guinea Fowl 
Value chain
Apialore Alagiwugah lives in Banyono, 
a community in northern Ghana. 
Like many farmers in his region, he 
raises guinea fowl, which are native 
to the area. And, like most guinea 
fowl farmers he knows, he has been 
struggling to keep his small brood alive. 

Guinea fowl farmers like Apialore are 
at the centre of a new radio campaign 
being broadcast in the Upper East 
Region of Ghana. Together with our 
partner URA Radio, we are helping 
listening farmers raise more keets into 
adulthood. 

They are learning about the 
importance of keeping eggs and keets 
warm. Many are now using incubators 
to keep guinea hens and keets warm 
and close together. Another key 
practice is to use chickens to incubate 
eggs abandoned by guinea hens when 
they take their keets into the wild. In 
the words of Apialore, “The small ones 
are good as long as we just keep them 
where the cool cannot enter.”

The income that Apialore earns from 
his guinea fowl helps him to pay school 
fees for his nine children. For his 
family, they are an important source of 
protein as well as money. 

Did you know?
• In northern Ghana, 90 percent of 

farmers raise guinea fowl.

• Typically, about 70 percent of baby 
guinea fowl, called keets, die.

• Radio is helping Ghanaian guinea 
fowl farmers raise more keets into 
adulthood.

Watch Apialore tell his story 
and explain how radio has 
helped.

http://bit.ly/GuineaFowlVideoBlog

 

Thirty women broadcasters 
participated in the e-course 
thanks to the generosity of 
our supporters. One female 
participant was Ndabile 
Liche, a radio producer and 
broadcaster with Breeze FM 
in Zambia. With a radius of 

approximately 300 kilometres, Breeze FM reaches all of the 
Eastern Province as well as parts of neighbouring provinces 
and Malawi and Mozambique.

Ndabile’s responsibilities at the station include writing and 
editing scripts, conducting interviews with farmers, and 
presenting programs on the air. The slogan of her farmer 
program is “Listen, Discuss, and Act.” She tells us that 
the e-course taught her new techniques to integrate both 
female and male voices into her radio programs, as well 

as valuable interview and storytelling skills, that she is 
excited to put to work. 

Her participation in the e-course made her a strong 
advocate for it. “To my fellow broadcasters who are 
thinking of signing up for the e-course: don’t stand behind. 
Be the first to sign up. Because this course alone can make 
you know many things.”

Blythe McKay, FRI’s director of broadcaster resources, had 
this to say about this e-course cycle: “The commitment 
that course participants made to learning and developing 
high-quality programs for farmers was tremendous. The 
real winners will be the farmers in the broadcast range of 
the stations.” 

The farmer program e-course was undertaken with the 

financial support of Irish Aid, Global Affairs Canada,  

and Oscroft Ltd.



 

Donor Profile

Dr. Jeanette 
Bayduza
Last year, Jeanette Bayduza had an 
opportunity to make a $20,000 gift 
and wanted to support a charity doing 
work internationally. She chose FRI. 

When asked why she thought of  
FRI for this special gift, she said, “I 

believe when you donate money to 
FRI, the benefit is great. It is the 
most cost-effective way to reach 
millions of people. It’s good value for 
your money.”

A supporter of FRI for more than 
15 years, Jeanette enjoys reading 
Tuning In, learning about the rural 
communities that FRI is helping, and 
seeing the impact of her donations.  
“Helping communities has a lot 
more impact than just helping a few 
farmers,” she said. She also likes 
how our programs share market 
price information. This is the type 
of information that makes a lasting 
change, she says.

Jeanette knows the impact of radio 
herself. Growing up, she and her 
family depended on radio as their 
sole source of information. She 
remembers people always shouting 
“silence!” when the news came on so 
that everyone could listen. The whole 
house stopped for the radio. 

The FRI team is grateful for 
Jeanette’s special gift and 
longstanding support, and for all of 
our incredible donors. Thank you for 
helping us to serve farmers over the 
airwaves for almost 40 years. 

Boom Box Video
In our last issue we told you about our first-ever World Radio Day webcast, 
Boom Box. Broadcast live over the internet, this landmark event brought 
together radio enthusiasts from all over the world to explore how radio is 
changing the world and the world is changing radio.

If you weren’t able to watch the webcast, we invite you to watch the video 
of the panel discussion that featured prominent voices from the world of 
radio and podcasting, including Piya Chattopadhyay and Nora Young of CBC 
Radio, Katie Jensen of CANADALAND, and FRI’s very own Doug Ward. 

http://bit.ly/BoomBoxVideoBlog

“I believe when you donate money to FRI, the 
benefit is great. It is the most cost-effective way to 
reach millions of people. It’s good value for your 
money.”
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