
Theodora Kubaje keeps a brood of 
guinea fowl on her farm to ensure 
her family of seven has access to 
protein in their diets. But she used 
to have difficulty keeping her keets 
(baby guinea fowl) alive. On average, 
70% of keets do not survive. 

In northern Ghana, 90% of 
farmers raise guinea fowl. But 
many farmers, Theodora included, 
had questions about how to improve 
the health of their birds.

We first met Theodora in the 
spring of 2015, when we were 
starting the Radio for farmer value 
chain development project in 
the Upper East Region of Ghana. 
Theodora told us she needed 
to know how to house guinea 
fowl, what feed to use, and what 
medicines would treat common 
diseases. 

Back then she said, “A radio 
program that will educate us on 
these challenges will help solve food 
security and increase family income 

for me and my fellow farmers.”  
Happily, we were able to respond.

For the next two years, Theodora 
was able to tune into a program on 
GBC Radio to learn about rearing 
and marketing guinea fowl. When 
we spoke to Theodora again in the 
summer of 2016, she was in the 
process of building better housing 
for her birds following a step-by-
step guide on the radio show. She 
told us, “I have built a whole room 
for it and I have no other use for it 
than for the guinea fowls. So I am 
determined until I succeed.”

In Ghana, we worked with four 
radio stations, airing programs 
about raising guinea fowl and about 
growing and storing cowpea. These 
programs also discussed good 
marketing practices for both. This 
was just one part of the five-year 
project, which involved 13 radio 
stations in four countries.

The radio programs also discussed 
gender issues. These lessons struck 

a chord with Theodora. She says, 
“In the old tradition, women were 
not involved in guinea fowl rearing.”

In Ghana, women are responsible 
for health and nutrition in the 
family. But they often rely on the 
permission of their husband to take 
part in activities, including attending 
community meetings. But since the 
guinea fowl radio program has been 
on air, Theodora says she has seen 
more and more women gather with 
their neighbours to listen as a group 
and discuss what they learned.

She herself has become an expert 
guinea fowl rearer, contributing to 
the radio program by calling the 
station and supporting other women 
farmers by encouraging them to join 
their community listening groups.
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DETERMINED
TO KEEP HER KEETS ALIVE

Hear Theodora in her 
own words here 

bit.ly/theodorafri
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#ILoveRadio
World Radio Day 2018
We love radio because 
we know it has a huge 
impact. It brings people 
together — near or far, 
on the move or relaxing 
at home — to learn 
something new, be 
entertained, or exchange 
ideas.

So each year, on 
February 13, we celebrate 
World Radio Day. 

This year, we hope 
you’ll celebrate with us by 
sharing your love of radio 
on social media. Share 
with us your favourite 
radio show or podcast, 
so that all of us lovers of 
radio have something new 
we can tune in to. 

This project has been on air in four countries since 2012, thanks to funding from 
Global Affairs Canada and from our generous donors. These radio programs 
aimed to increase farmers’ benefits from the agricultural value chains that they 
were involved in, helping them to improve their production, but also informing 
them of good marketing practices, like selling in groups. A different value chain 
was chosen in each country, based on local needs and preferences.

 TANZANIA  We worked with two radio stations to air programming about growing 
and marketing cassava, a staple crop. One farmer reported that his production 
increased so much, he wished he had a warehouse. Fortunately, the program 
helped to connect farmers with buyers so that farmers could earn a good price for 
their increased production.
 MALAWI  We were on air with four radio stations to discuss groundnuts (called 
peanuts here in Canada), including recommended spacing for planting and good 
market practices, like sorting the nuts before selling. We spoke to listeners, and 
80% said they now sorted their nuts before taking them to market.
 MALI  We ran radio series about good practices for keeping chickens. At the 
start of the project, farmers told us that, on average, 7 of 10 chickens died 
from disease. The radio programs discussed building chicken houses and the 
importance of vaccinations. At the end of the project, farmers told us that since 
adopting changes recommended in the radio series, the ratio reversed, with 7 of 
10 chickens now surviving. 
 GHANA  We worked with four radio stations to run radio series on guinea fowl 
and cowpeas. The cowpea programs discussed better planting practices, including 
placing two seeds per planting hole. Nearly 80% of listeners told us they started 
using this practice, compared to just 55% of non-listeners. The program also 
discussed marketing practices, providing price information and promoting triple-
layered bags for better storage. 

 HIGHLIGHTS 

RADIO FOR FARMER VALUE 
CHAIN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

13 
Radio 
stations in 
4 countries

946 
Hours of 
programming 
aired

4.2M 
Estimated 
amount of 
people reached

1M 
Farmers adopted  
improved 
practices
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Donor profile
Beryl Wilson - leaving a 
legacy to farmers 

Almost 30 years ago, 
Beryl Wilson heard about 
Farm Radio International 
from a friend.  She has 
been a donor ever since.

She likes that we 
address food security and 
that we use radio, but 

mostly Beryl is impressed that Farm Radio works 
with people on the ground.

She believes that there is nothing more important 
than people having enough food, and that if they 
can learn techniques to improve their abilities to 
grow it themselves, the impact will be far greater 
than simply providing food aid. 

Beryl is inspired by the stories she reads in Tuning 
In, learning about how we are making lasting 
improvement in the lives of farmers and rural 
communities.  A story about how one woman can 
now send all six of her children to school thanks to 
what she learned through our radio programs really 
stuck with her.  She feels that our programs taught 
the woman to farm better.

An avid CBC radio listener, Beryl believes in the 
power of radio — particularly in Africa. She says, “For 
many, it’s the only way; they are not going to get the 
information they need through print or online sources.”

Beryl knows that Farm Radio International is 
having a long-term impact on the lives of small-scale 
farmers. She wanted to show her commitment to this 
work — and make her own lasting impact — and so 
Beryl is one of the generous donors who has included 
us in her will.

Fall armyworm update
On air in Uganda 
Masindi and Kiryandongo are the maize-growing regions 
of Uganda, and maize — or corn — is a staple crop, 
cooked into a porridge for breakfast or into ugali for 
dinner. In Uganda, the Fall armyworm is expected to 
damage up to 1.39 million tonnes of maize. 

Lawrence Balagwasa is a farmer in Kituka village in 
Masindi district. He says “This Fall armyworm thing has 
really disturbed me since last year. I have been struggling 
to kill it but without succeeding. But the information on 
controlling it that I have heard on the radio has helped 
me a lot.”

We’ve been on air in Uganda with Radio Kitara, to share 
information about the Fall armyworm over eight weeks.

Farmers are learning how they can recognize the Fall 
armyworm, and how they can monitor their field for an 
infestation. They are also learning about ways to control 
the pest using biological and chemical methods. In many 
countries, farmers are in their fields picking caterpillars 
and eggs off their plants by hand. It’s hard work, but it 
pays off.

Charles Wandera is another farmer in Masindi district. 
He says: “All along we have been lacking information to 
fight the armyworm but from the time we got a chance 
with this project with Radio Kitara, we are getting 
information Monday and Fridays. In a week we are 
getting the information twice.”

Through our Farm Radio Resource Packs and Barza 
Wire, we are also sharing resources with broadcasters 
across Africa so that they can keep their listeners 
informed on how to best fight the Fall armyworm. 

“Farm Radio makes a difference because 
it provides long-term solutions to help 
people to help themselves.”

The Fall armyworm  is a 
hungry, hungry caterpillar that 
has marched across farmers’ 
fields in 38 African countries. 

DID YOU
KNOW?

Farm Radio International enables you to leave a 
lasting legacy — your commitment to changing the 

lives of farming families and their communities across 
Africa. A bequest of any size can have a significant 
impact on long-term sustainability of our work. For 
more information, contact Brenda Jackson at  
1-888-773-7717 x3646 or brenda@farmradio.org.
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Volunteers profile
A busy workshop in Ottawa 
It has been a busy few months at Farm Radio, but a great team of 
volunteers has helped to lighten the load — and brighten spirits — at 
our Ottawa office. They are all new to Canada, and have seen the true 
welcoming, generous Canadian spirit first-hand as they speak to donors 
in support of our fundraising team. Amongst the group are (left to right), 
Elisiane Wizbicki, Lynca Niyondanzi, Bianca Ritter Petry, Reginalice 
Marques Berhends and Larissa Mondini (not pictured). They are from 
Brazil and Burundi, and they are enjoying their first snowy winter!

Charity Intelligence Canada
We have maintained our 4-star rating!  

We know that our work makes a real difference in the lives of struggling farmers across Africa and that every dollar 
we receive goes a long way because of the power of radio. So we are proud to announce that we continue to receive a 
strong endorsement from Charity Intelligence Canada who, once again, gave us their highest rating of four stars. This 
stamp of approval identifies us as a leader in transparency and accountability.

Contributors: Kathryn Burnham, Brenda Jackson, Kevin Perkins, Tara Sprickerhoff, Pascal Mweruka, Jesse Winter

Supporting broadcasters in developing 
countries to strengthen small-scale 
farming and rural communities.

Farm Radio International  
1404 Scott Street | Ottawa, Ontario | K1Y 4M8  
Tel: 613-761-3650 | Fax: 613-798-0990 
Toll-free: 1-888-773-7717  
Email: info@farmradio.org | www.farmradio.org

Donate online at farmradio.org  
Tax receipts are issued for all donations  
of $10 or more.  
Charitable Registration Number (BN) 
11888 4808 RR0001

Radio 4 Impact  

Our annual report highlights
Even as the world has changed, 
radio is still the world’s most 
accessible and popular form of 
mass media. It sounds simple, 
but — done right — radio has the 
power to transform life for millions 
of people for the better by bringing 

good ideas and 
information to 
scale. 

We know 
that quality, 
interactive rural 
radio programs 
lead to change. 
We see it with 
our own eyes 

and hear it from team members, 
partners, broadcasters, and farmers 
every day. But radio travels far, and 
with our network of more than 670 
radio partners in 40 countries, we 
are often cautious about claiming 
just how much impact our work 
has. 

Thankfully, with advances in 
technology, it has become easier to 
measure and report on our impact. 
And so our 2016-17 annual report 
is special because it represents 
our best effort to date to report 
holistically on the most significant 
activities, achievements, and 
challenges of the past year. 

 RADIO RESOURCES 

132 Resources distributed such 
as scripts and how-to guides to 1,347 
radio broadcasters.

 RADIO INNOVATION 

210K+ Rural citizens interacted 
with a radio show using Uliza, our cost- 
effective tool for polling radio listeners.

 IMPACT RADIO PROJECTS 

121 Partner organizations worked 
with us directly to reach an estimated 
20 million listeners through special 
radio series, dramas, and campaigns. 
An estimated 4 million of these listeners 
introduced a new practice because of 
what they heard on the radio.

Since 
2014!


