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Millions of small-scale farmers and their
families benefited this year from the
generosity of our friends and supporters. We
gratefully acknowledge the financial support
of the many individuals, groups, corporations
and foundations who gave to Farm Radio
International. We would like to make special
mention of the following donors:

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation through a
grant to World University Service of Canada*

Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

CAW – Social Justice Fund 

Commonwealth of Learning 

David Frere

Donner Canadian Foundation

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 

Les Soeurs de la Congrégation de Notre Dame

McCain Foundation 

Oscroft Ltd.

S.M. Blair Family Foundation 

The McLean Foundation 

The N.A. Taylor Foundation 

Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural
Cooperation (CTA) 

Water Integrity Network

*With funding provided by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation to WUSC, Farm Radio International is
proud to be implementing the African Farm Radio
Research Initiative (AFRRI).
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With deep sadness we marked the passing of our founder,
Dr. George Atkins, on November 30, 2009. He was 92.

George Atkins listened to farmers. And his best advice to
broadcasters was just that: listen to the farmers. George
learned from farmers. In fact, we don't think George ever
met a farmer from whom he didn't learn something. 

George was a well known CBC farm broadcaster in the
fifties, sixties and seventies. Always an advocate for farming
and the family farmer, he signed off his radio reports with
"Serving agriculture, the basic industry, this is George Atkins." 

In 1979, following retirement from the CBC, George created
Developing Countries Farm Radio Network (since renamed
Farm Radio International), the world's only organization
dedicated to supporting small farmers and their families
through the use of radio - the one medium they all use. Since
then he sustained our organization with his leadership, vision
and boundless energy. 

At Farm Radio International, we will miss his regular
encouragement, good humour and sense of celebration. We
are strengthened by the example of his persistence, and we
will honour that memory in our work every day. 

"Serving agriculture, the basic

industry. This is George Atkins."

““MMiilllliioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppoooorreesstt  ooff  tthhee  ppoooorr  ffaarrmmeerrss  ooff
tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aarree  hheeaarriinngg  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ttoo  hheellpp
tthheemm  iinnccrreeaassee  tthheeiirr  ffoooodd  ssuupppplliieess  aanndd  hhaavvee
bbeetttteerr  nnuuttrriittiioonn  aanndd  hheeaalltthh..  IIff  tthhaatt  iissnn''tt  wwhhaatt''ss
hheellppiinngg  ppeeooppllee  iinn  ddeevveellooppiinngg  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  II
ddoonn''tt  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  iiss..
II  hhaavvee  ttoo  ppiinncchh  mmyysseellff  wwhheenn  II  tthhiinnkk  ooff  tthhee

ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  aarree  hheellppeedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  sseerrvviiccee  tthhaatt  iiss
aavvaaiillaabbllee  ttoo  tthheemm  bbyy  jjuusstt  ttuurrnniinngg  oonn  tthheeiirr
rraaddiioo..””
- George S. Atkins, Farm Radio International
founder, 1917-2009

““FFoorr  mmee,,  GGeeoorrggee  wwaass  aann  iinnssppiirraattiioonn..  HHee
mmaaddee  iitt  cclleeaarr  tthhaatt,,  aass  bbrrooaaddccaasstteerrss,,  wwee  ccaann
uussee  tthhee  eexxppeerriieennccee  wwee  hhaavvee  ggaatthheerreedd  ttoo  hheellpp
ootthheerrss..  HHee  wwiillll  aallwwaayyss  ssttaanndd  aass  aa  gguuiiddiinngg
ssyymmbbooll  ooff  hhooww  oonnee  ppeerrssoonn  wwiitthh  ppaassssiioonn  aanndd
ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn  iinn  aa  ccaauussee  ccaann  rreeaallllyy  mmaakkee  aa
ddiiffffeerreennccee..””  
- Lloyd Robertson, Chief News Anchor and Senior
News Editor, CTV News
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New Technology Meets Old Radio

The year 2009-2010 was a remarkable period of reflection, celebration, loss and hope for Farm Radio
International. We marked the 30th anniversary of the organization, reflecting on our roots and celebrating

the distance we have come since then. Then, on November 30, 2009, we received word that George Atkins,
the founder of Developing Countries Farm Radio Network, its first executive director and an active board mem-
ber until 2008, had died at the age of 92. It was a tremendous loss. But it was also a time to recommit to the
vision that inspired Farm Radio International and to carry on in our efforts to strengthen and improve our serv-
ices.

2009-2010 was also a year of great learning and innovation for everyone involved in Farm Radio
International. Through our third scriptwriting competition, we discovered the power of facilitated e-learning in
helping farm broadcasters develop new skills and support each other over the Internet. Careful evaluation of
our Participatory Radio Campaign model revealed to us that well-produced radio strategies aimed at
smallholder farmers lead to significant, measurable changes in the practices of farmers and in the ways that
extension services are offered to them. Experiments in the use of mobile phones, digital audio devices (MP3
players) and interactive voice response systems revealed to us that, rather than replacing the “old technology”
of radio, these new devices are most powerful when they are linked with radio. We found new ways to use
information and communication technologies to make radio more interactive and more responsive to farmers’
needs, and more effectively give farmers a voice.

In the midst of these exciting developments, our reflections on George’s life and his strong values served to
remind us that, in the end, it is all about the farmer. When all was said and done, this is what mattered to
George. It is with humility that I thank our many donors, volunteers, partners, participants, dedicated and
capable staff and strong board of directors for making this service possible. In particular, I am indebted to
Doug Ward, the President and Chair of the Board of Farm Radio International, for inspirational leadership
grounded in deep and rich experience in radio and social justice. 

Kevin Perkins
Executive Director

3



PRO
G

RA
M

 O
V

ERV
IEW

Farm Radio International was created 30 years ago with the
aim of enabling broadcasters in developing countries to pro-

vide better radio programs that meet the specific needs of small-
holder farmers. Why radio? Simply, it is the most widely avail-
able mass communication medium for the developing world.

SSccrriipptt  SSeerrvviiccee
From day one, a core service of Farm Radio International has
been the production and distribution of radio scripts that African
broadcasters can use for programs that serve smallholder
farmers. This core work continued in 2009-2010, with three new
script packages published and distributed to 350 radio partners
across 39 countries in Africa. The packages covered a range of
important themes, including smallholder innovation, livestock
health, climate change adaptation and rice production. But while
the basic script service remains the same, we innovated in some
important ways that make it much more helpful to our
broadcasting partners:

1. We helped African scriptwriters to develop the skills to write
more and better scripts themselves. We used a scriptwriting
competition (focused on smallholder farmer innovations) coupled
with a brand new training course on scriptwriting skills offered
via the internet to support about 80 African broadcasters in
writing better scripts. 

2. We engaged a team of senior writers in Africa and worked
with them to continuously strengthen the quality of their work. 

3. We added new features to the script package, such as the
issue pack, providing broadcasters with background information
and production ideas about a range of topics. 

FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  WWeeeekkllyy
We added an e-mail news service for radio broadcasters to our
information services in 2008. In the past year, it provided an
ever-growing number of African broadcasters with a treasured
source of weekly news stories related to the interests of African
smallholder farmers. In the coming year we will be establishing
two Farm Radio Weekly News Bureaus in Africa to source and
produce original news stories featuring the voices and
perspectives of farming women and men.

RReesseeaarrcchh  
Our African Farm Radio Research Initiative (AFRRI) has been the
source of many innovations and important learning about how
radio serves farming communities. We refined the Participatory
Radio Campaign (PRC) methodology that is at the core of AFRRI,
and measured the results through careful evaluation. The
empowering, participatory elements of our PRC model were
recognized by the AAggrriiccuullttuurraall  LLeeaarrnniinngg  &&  IImmppaaccttss  NNeettwwoorrkk
((AALLIINNee)) when it selected Farm Radio International as a winner of
their Farmer Voice Award. We have also pioneered a number of
exciting ways to use new information communication
technologies (ICTs) – such as cell phones, the internet and
interactive voice response – to make radio a more interactive
medium, facilitating dialogue and knowledge exchange.

Some of the highlights from these innovations and discoveries
are profiled in the pages ahead.
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WWiinnnniinngg  SSccrriipptt  EExxcceerrpptt::  SSaawwdduusstt
PPrroolloonnggss  tthhee  SSttoorraaggee  LLiiffee  ooff
PPoottaattooeess

Excerpt from Script 90.1, by John Cheburet,
Kenya Broadcasting Corporation. 

SSoouunndd  eeffffeeccttss ((SSFFXX))::  SSoouunnddss  ooff  aa  mmaarrkkeett
ppllaaccee..  FFaaddee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  pprreesseenntteerr..

Presenter: This is Kinungi Trading Centre on
the busy Nakuru-Naivasha highway. It is
early morning and the local market is
bustling with activity. Today, farmers have few
potatoes to sell. The last harvest was three
months ago. The new crop is still growing.

But that is not the case for Mr. Githenya
Kariuki. He is here to sell his potatoes to a
buyer from Nairobi, 70 km away. He says his
potatoes are now in season, thanks to his
new method of storing potatoes using
sawdust. 

Read the full script at
www.farmradio.org/english/radio-scripts/90-
1script_en.asp
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Information Services

TThhiirrdd  AAnnnnuuaall  SSccrriippttwwrriittiinngg  CCoommppeettiittiioonn::
SSmmaallllhhoollddeerr  FFaarrmmeerr  IInnnnoovvaattiioonn

In July 2009, we invited radio practitioners across sub-
Saharan Africa to find a true story of a smallholder farmer
(or group of farmers) from their region who had developed
a new solution to a farming challenge. The response was
impressive: radio broadcasters from 20 countries submitted
a total of 82 scripts. An international panel of judges chose
the 15 best scripts for publication in a script package that
was then distributed to 500 radio organizations across sub-
Saharan Africa. The winning scripts covered a fascinating
range of brilliant innovations by smallholder farmers –
solutions such as storing potatoes in sawdust, “sack
farming”, and attracting red ants to fruit trees as a guard
against pests. The resulting package was one of our best
ever! 

AAmmiinnaa  NNaabbaallaa  AAddaamm
((lleefftt))  oonn  hheerr  hheennnnaa  ffaarrmm,,
((wwiitthh  FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  ppaarrttnneerr

LLyyddiiaa  AAjjoonnoo  ooff  tthhee
GGhhaannaa  CCoommmmuunniittyy

RRaaddiioo  NNeettwwoorrkk)),,  sshhaarreedd
hheerr  iinnnnoovvaattiioonn  ooff  ggrrooww--
iinngg  hheennnnaa  aass  aa  ttuurrnniinngg
ppooiinntt  iinn  hheerr  oowwnn  ffoooodd
sseeccuurriittyy..    MMss..  AAjjoonnoo’’ss

ssccrriipptt  bbaasseedd  oonn  tthhiiss  iinnnnoo--
vvaattiioonn  wwoonn  tthhee  bbeesstt  eennttrryy

bbyy  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  rraaddiioo
ssttaattiioonn  

HHeeaalltthhyy  ssooiillss  
mmaakkee  
hheeaalltthhyy  ffaarrmmss
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As more and more radio broadcasters in Africa gain access to
the Internet, the potential to offer training at a distance has also
grown. Farm Radio International has capitalized on this by
creating a unique on-line course to support our scriptwriting
competition with financial support from the Commonwealth of
Learning. An enthusiastic 200 broadcasters from across Africa
enrolled in this free two-month course. Facilitators from Ghana,
Malawi and Rwanda ran the course and kept the participants
engaged in a collaborative learning process.

FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  WWeeeekkllyy::  GGiivviinngg  AAffrriiccaann
BBrrooaaddccaasstteerrss  TThheeiirr  WWeeeekkllyy  FFiixx  ooff  NNeewwss  SSttoorriieess

We are excited to welcome you to the
110000tthh  eeddiittiioonn  of Farm Radio Weekly! To
celebrate this landmark, we are republishing
some of the best news stories from our first
99 editions. The first story featured in this
special edition was written for FRW by David
De Dau, who visited members of a Sudanese
community whose land had been threatened
or taken over by soldiers and a petroleum
company. It was the first in our special series
on land grabbing, which appeared in June
and July 2009 and which proved extremely
popular among our readers. 

The second featured story was a favourite in
Farm Radio Weekly’s 2009 subscriber survey.
FRW Editor Heather Miller prepared this story
after visiting the village of Kitete, in eastern
Tanzania, with local agricultural radio
broadcaster Lilian Manyuka. Many farmers in
this village have taken up chicken farming in
order to provide protein for their families and
to boost their incomes. The story explains
how, with the help of Lilian’s radio program,
poultry producers are learning to protect
there chickens from disease and theft. 

Happy reading!
-The Farm Radio Weekly Team

““BBrraavvoo  ttoo  tthhee  hhaarrdd--wwoorrkkiinngg  ffaacciilliittaattoorrss..  YYoouurr  wwoorrkk  wwaass  hhiigghhllyy
eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  ttoo  mmee  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  yyoouurr  ppeerrssoonnaall  ttiimmee  yyoouu  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo
tthhiiss  ttrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  ppaasstt  ttwwoo  mmoonntthhss..  II  aamm  nnooww  eexxtteennddiinngg  wwhhaatt  II
hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  ttoo  ootthheerr  ccoolllleeaagguueess  aatt  oouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy..””
- Jefferson Massah from Radio Gbarnga in central Liberia

Before the creation of FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  WWeeeekkllyy in 2008, African
broadcasters had no reliable sources of news stories written for
radio that specifically address the issues and concerns of
smallholder farmers. The Weekly has changed that, becoming a
trusted source of stories for and about small holders, together
with resources and information that help broadcasters hone
their craft. With 1,000 subscribers and growing, Farm Radio
Weekly is distributed by email 44 times per year. Surveys of our
subscribers confirm that the Weekly is a prized source of
agricultural information. To the right is a sample of the 100th 
edition.

OOnnlliinnee  TTrraaiinniinngg  ffoorr  SSccrriippttwwrriitteerrss  
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MMeeaassuurriinngg  tthhee  iimmppaacctt  ooff  FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  PPrrooggrraammss

In 2009-2010, we completed the third year of the African Farm
Radio Research Initiative (AFRRI). With funding from the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, we are implementing and
evaluating a variety of innovative approaches to farm radio in
Ghana, Malawi, Mali, Uganda and Tanzania. It was a full and
fruitful year as we experimented with new uses of information
communication technologies and market information systems
and completed participatory radio campaigns and measured
their effects.

IICCTT  IInnnnoovvaattiioonnss

Beep beep! The sound of a text message SMS (short messaging
service), arriving in your phone’s inbox vibrates from your
pocket. You pause for a moment from preparing your compost
pit to read the message: ““DDeeaarr  lliisstteenneerr  --  HHeekkaa  hheekkaa  vviijjiijjiinnii  ssttaarrttss
iinn  3300  mmiinnuutteess  oonn  9933..33  SSiibbuukkaa  FFMM..  TThhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  pprrooggrraamm  ttaallkkss
aabboouutt  mmaarrkkeettiinngg  llooccaall  cchhiicckkeenn  --  tteellll  yyoouurr  nneeiigghhbboouurrss!!””

These 154 characters comprise a typical SMS that a farmer
could receive alerting her or him to an upcoming program from
a local radio station. SMS alerts are being tested as part of
AFRRI's research strategy to explore how information
communication technologies can improve radio for farmers.
Nearly half of AFRRI’s partner radio stations have now been
trained to use software to manage and send SMS alerts to their
listening communities. Feedback so far has been encouraging:
for example, Esther Chambo from Benadi village in Malawi
received SMS alerts from MBC (the Malawi Broadcast
Corporation) for eight weeks on their campaign about use of
manure as a fertilizer. “This is the best!” wrote Chambo. “I
forgot about the program because I was busy working in the
field, but with the alerts I was reminded.”

The African Farm Radio Research Initiative: 

Showing Results!

PPaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  RRaaddiioo  CCaammppaaiiggnnss  
wwiinn  tthhee  AALLIINNee  AAwwaarrdd

Through AFRRI, we developed the Participatory
Radio Campaign (PRC) to help smallholder farmers
learn about, evaluate, discuss and introduce a
range of appropriate, sustainable farming practices.
Topics have ranged from composting and
beekeeping to using neem leaves to protect
harvested crops from weevils. AFRRI has now
completed its first round of PRCs, and surveyed the
effects on farmers’ knowledge, intentions and
practices. The result? PRCs are tripling or
quadrupling the number of farmers who adopt a
new practice at a cost of mere pennies per listener.

Our innovative PRC approach to tackling poverty
and food insecurity was recognized with the
prestigious ALINe 2010 Farmers Voice Award.
ALINe works with a range of agricultural
organizations, providing technical assistance,
conducting research and promoting innovations. It
promotes people-centred performance in
agricultural development.

““WWee  kknneeww  tthhaatt  tthheessee  ddiisseeaassee--rreessiissttaanntt  vvaarriieettiieess  ooff
ccaassssaavvaa  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ddeevveellooppeedd,,  bbuutt  wwee  ddiiddnn’’tt  kknnooww  hhooww
ttoo  ggeett  tthhee  ppllaannttiinngg  mmaatteerriiaallss  oorr  hhooww  ttoo  ccuullttiivvaattee  aanndd
ggrrooww  tthheemm,,””  ssaaiidd  AAsseeggee  WWiinnnniiee  OOddaarreett  ((ppiiccttuurreedd  oonn
tthhee  lleefftt)),,  ssppeeaakkiinngg  oonn  tthhee  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  hheeaarriinngg  FFaarrmm
RRaaddiioo  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall’’ss  PPaarrttiicciippaattoorryy  RRaaddiioo  CCaammppaaiiggnnss
oonn  tthhee  VVooiiccee  ooff  TTeessssoo  RRaaddiioo  iinn  UUggaannddaa..  TThhee  ccaammppaaiiggnn
oonn  AAkkeennaa  ccaassssaavvaa  lleedd  ttoo  aa  ffiivveeffoolldd  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee
aammoouunntt  ooff  llaanndd  ppllaanntteedd  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  ddiisseeaassee--rreessiissttaanntt
ssttaappllee  ccrroopp.

7



PRO
G

RA
M

 IN
 C

A
N

A
DA

While the work with radio partners in Africa is
vitally important to our mission, Farm Radio
International also recognizes how critical it is for
Canadians to understand and have a connection
with broadcasters and smallholder farmers in
Africa. To this end, we continually inform our many
supporters about our work in a variety of ways: the
Network News newsletter; articles and news items
in Canadian print and broadcast media; our
website; and speaking tours by visiting African
radio professionals.  In 2009, we were thrilled to
welcome two partners from Africa – Jean Paul
Ntezimana from Radio Salus in Rwanda and
Gladson Makowa from the Story Workshop in
Malawi (the 2009 George Atkins Communication
Award winner).  

This year, we added to these activities by
developing a blog, adding video, audio files and
photographs to our website (check it out –
http://www.farmradio.org/english/donors/multi-
media/) an e-newsletter, and a Twitter account (we
have 3000 followers!) Social media provide low
cost, colourful, and interactive ways to keep
Canadians tuned in to radio in Africa.  

KKeeeeppiinngg  CCaannaaddiiaannss  TTuunneedd  iinn  
ttoo  FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  iinn  AAffrriiccaa

GGrraaccee  AAmmiittoo  WWiinnnneerr  ooff  tthhee  22001100
GGeeoorrggee  AAttkkiinnss  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnneerr

Farm Radio International
designated Grace Amito, a
broadcaster and scriptwriter from
Mega FM in Gulu, Uganda, as
the 2010 recipient of the George
Atkins Communications Award.
The award recognizes rural radio
broadcasters for their outstanding
contribution to food security and
poverty reduction in low-income
countries. Grace’s work was
brought to our attention when
her radio station, Mega FM,
joined the African Farm Radio
Research Initiative and produced
very popular participatory radio
campaigns on honey production
and cultivating the fruit trees that
bees need for honey making. She
has also been a Farm Radio
International scriptwriter, and she produces a market price program on Mega
FM twice a week for farmers in her region. Says Grace, “I am extremely
delighted to receive the news that I have won this prestigious award.”

In addition to the program The Farmers and Animal World that she hosts,
Grace, along with fellow broadcasters at Mega FM, used radio broadcasts
from 2004 to 2006 to facilitate peace talks that helped end the war in
northern Uganda.

Congratulations Grace!
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Patrick Nagle • John Neville • Dick Nieuwland • Margaret Norman • Jean O'Grady • Michael O'Keeffe • Ruth Palmour • G.C. Pearce • John Pearce • Kevin Perkins • Roger Peters • Sheila Petersen • Isobel
Petrie • Doug Pittet • Robert Plank • Frances Plaunt • Susan Pond • Nino Porcu • Grant Preston • Charlotte Prowse • Helen Purkis • Dave Putt • M. Quigley • Judith Quinn • Elizabeth Randell • Naomi
Rankin • Isobel Raven • Andrew Reed • John Reesor • Joanna Reesor-McDowell • Agnes Remias • Josephine N. Rich • Frank Richmond • Teresa Richmond • Lloyd Robertson • James Robertson • John
Robson • Joanne Rodenburg • Stephen Ross • Ross Rowat • Thora Rowe • John Russell • Mary Russell • Doreen Rutherford • J. Sanderson • C. Sanderson • Clyde Sanger • Lorena Saxton • Jacqueline
Schaffenburg & Brian Hunsburger • Arthur Schickedanz • Rachel Schmucker • Joseph Schraven • Daniel Schwartz • June Scott • William Seath • W. Senay • Paul Sharkey • Mary Shaw • Barbra Shaw •
Margaret Shepherd • James Shute • Martha Shuttleworth • Janice Simpson • J. Simpson • Bill Slavin • Linda & Alan Slavin • Peggy Sloan • David Small • Karen Smart • R. Smith • Miriam Sokvitne • Don
Speir • S. Spurgin • Bruce Staal • Colin Stairs • Henry Stanley • J. Dixon E. Sterling • Kate Stevens • Jo Stevenson • Nick Stokman • Frank Strittmatter • Penelope Sturgess • Brian Sullivan • Joan Sutcliffe •
Marianne Sutton • Heather Tait • Frances Tanner • E. Taylor • Elizabeth Taylor • Margaret Taylor-Sevier • William Teschke • Philip Thatcher • John Thompson • D. Thomson • Ralph Thorpe • Laura Tiberti
Foundation • Jo Tickle • D. Timbrell • Doris Toepp • Ronald Trojcak • Elbert Van Donkersgoed • Anne Van Egmond • Isabelle Vaughan • Adrian Vos • Stephen Walbridge • Imogene Walker • John Walker •
Margaret Walker • David Walsh • Maurice Walsh • Harry Walter • Peter Ward • Douglas Ward • Janet Wardlaw • Helen Watson • Gavin Watt • Robert Watt • Belva Webb • Melvin Webber • Gillian
Webster • J. Weir • Helen White • Hugh Whiteley • Gilbert Whittamore • Margaret Whyte • Robert Williams • Dan Williams • Alexandra Wilson • Elizabeth Wilson & Ian Montagnes • Alfred Wirth • D.
Withington • George & Odeyne Wodskou • Janet & Dennis Woodford • Richard Woolger • William Young • Woods Farms Ltd. • Victoria Foundation - Anne's Social Justice Fund • CanFund • Gulf Timber
Frame Ltd. • Steefam Acres • Santa Barbara Foundation • St. Luke Anglican Church Women - Palermo Church • Pioneer Hi-Bred Ltd. • St. Luke's Anglican Church • White Star Foundation • Canadian Pork
Council • Freyvogel • St. Lawrence Cement Inc. • Harambee Farms • Nechako Investments Ltd. • Rotary Club of Dundas • Anglican Church of the Incarnation • Janet E. Hutchison Foundation • Oegema
Turkey Farms Inc. • Joe Drost Limited • Reed Approach Limited • Vamplew Farms • C.L. Copland Family Foundation Inc. • Felician Sisters • Bax Investments Ltd • Deemcque Investment Limited • Valleybrook
Gardens • Emmanuel United Church • St. Catherine's Anglican Church • Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. • Concertmasters Inc • Rosa Flora Limited • Seagull Foundation • McGeachy Charitable Foundation
• Les Charités des Soeurs du Sauveur Inc. • School Sisters of Notre Dame • Sisters of St. Joseph of Hamilton • Religious Hospitallers of St Joseph • Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Conception • Miropial
Investments Ltd. • Nancy's Very Own Foundation • 

FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall’’ss  wwoorrkk  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee
ppoossssiibbllee  bbyy  tthhee  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff
CCaannaaddiiaannss..  IInn  22000088,,  wwee  ccrreeaatteedd  tthhee  CCiirrccllee  ooff
PPrroodduucceerrss  ttoo  ppaayy  ssppeecciiaall  ttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  tthhoossee  wwhhoo
hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  eessppeecciiaallllyy  llooyyaall  aanndd  ggeenneerroouuss  oovveerr  tthhee
yyeeaarrss..

TThhee  wwoorrdd  ““PPrroodduucceerrss””  wwaass  cchhoosseenn  bbeeccaauussee  iitt
rreeffeerrss  bbootthh  ttoo  tthhee  ffaarrmmeerrss  wwhhoo  ggrrooww  ccrrooppss  aanndd
rraaiissee  lliivveessttoocckk  ttoo  ffeeeedd  tthhee  ppllaanneett,,  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee
rraaddiioo  bbrrooaaddccaasstteerrss  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd  AAffrriiccaa,,  wwhhoo
pprroodduuccee  ppoowweerrffuull  rraaddiioo  sshhoowwss  tthhaatt  mmeeeett  tthhee
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  nneeeeddss  ooff  tthheeiirr  lliisstteenneerrss..  FFaarrmm  RRaaddiioo
IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  ssuuppppoorrtteerrss  wwhhoo,,  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss,,
hhaavvee  ddoonnaatteedd  oovveerr  $$11,,000000  ccuummuullaattiivveellyy,,  aarree  aallssoo
pprroodduucceerrss  ––  eennaabblliinngg  uuss  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt
hheellpp  AAffrriiccaann  bbrrooaaddccaasstteerrss  mmeeeett  tthhee  nneeeeddss  ooff
ssmmaallllhhoollddeerr  ffaarrmmeerrss..    

9

OOuurr  CCiirrccllee  ooff  PPrroodduucceerrss



G
O

V
ERN

A
N

C
E REPO

RT
Like other Canadian charities, Farm Radio International is

governed by a volunteer Board of Directors that plays a very
important role in directing and shaping the work of the organiza-
tion. The Farm Radio International Board, which has fifteen direc-
tors elected for three-year terms: establishes strategic direction
consistent with our mission and values; drafts policies for the
consistent application of our values; approves the annual operat-
ing budget and plan; reviews the performance of FRI operations
and of our Executive Director, and; hires and receives the report
of an external auditor.

In addition to its regular work, this year the Board: 

•  approved a training policy designed to facilitate a
comprehensive and consistent approach to building our training
service and collaborating with other training organizations,
•  consolidated and approved a comprehensive fundraising
policy, and
•  established a planning framework to integrate our strategic
intentions with our mid-term and annual planning.

Directors David Barrie and Magdalena Burgess retired this year.
David will be remembered for practical contributions that
reflected his farming background and his work in Africa.
Magdalena Burgess, owing to her past experience as a DCFRN
staff member, provided important institutional memory. Her
editorial suggestions for our script packages were insightful and

much appreciated. We welcome new directors John van Mossel,
international development consultant, and Glenn Powell, farm
broadcaster (retired) and writer.

George Atkins died on November 30, 2009. No other person
has provided such a thorough and focused contribution to FRI.
Simply put, the support of farm broadcasters by this unique
Canadian organization started as his idea and came to life
through his single-minded passion, drive and hard work over
three decades. George’s later work as a member of our Board
was marked both by his valuable lessons from the past, and also
by his generosity of spirit in recognizing that, sometimes, things
need to change – as long as that change serves the interests of
the smallholder farmer! We have lost an irreplaceable colleague
and friend. We will strive to live up to his vision.

Farm Radio International continues to undergo rapid change as
we refine current programs and create new ones to meet the
stated needs of African farm broadcasters. In all of this we are
fortunate to be well-served by Executive Director Kevin Perkins
and the Farm Radio International staff – an intelligent, talented,
resourceful, dedicated, adaptable and seemingly tireless team.

Doug Ward
Chair of the Board of Directors

10



FI
N

A
N

C
IA

L 
ST

AT
EM

EN
TS 22001100 22000099

RReevveennuueess

Donations

Individuals and groups 312,512 244,701
Foundations 37,500 38,602
African Farm Radio

Research Initiative* 1,472,596 1,500,914

Canadian International 
Development Agency 200,000 168,869

Project grants 281,422 224,296
Investment 2,750 854

Miscellaneous 48 5,926

2,306,828 2,184,162

EExxppeennddiittuurreess

Program expenses 1,841,003 1,773,720

Administrative expenses 348,662 314,613

Fundraising 104,339 84,696

Total expenses 2,294,004 2,173,029

NNeett  rreevveennuuee 12,824 11,133

22001100 22000099

AAsssseettss

Current Assets

Cash 487,060 146,879
Receivables 143,972 137,022

Advances to host field offices 46,810 35,709
Prepaid and deposits

677,842 319,610

Investment in BCE Inc. (Class A) 58,785

Capital assets 2,781 3,947

Other assets – Gift receivable 22,841 20,841

703,464 403,183

LLiiaabbiilliittiieess

Current liabilities

Accounts payable and

accrued liabilities 361,908 241,822

Amount payable to host field office 12,348 17,879

Deferred revenue 189,246 16,344

563,502 276,045

NNeett  aasssseettss 139,962 127,138

NNeett  aasssseettss  ccoonnssiisstt  ooff::

Invested in capital assets 2,781 3,947

Unrestricted 137,181 123,191

703,464 403,183

SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  rreevveennuueess  aanndd  eexxppeennddiittuurreess  ffoorr  tthhee  yyeeaarr  eennddiinngg
MMaarrcchh  3311,,  22001100

SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  nneett  aasssseettss  aass  ooff  MMaarrcchh  3311,,  22001100

In the 2009-2010 fiscal year, we managed the donor resources entrusted to us to achieve impressive results in a fiscally responsible 
manner. An audit of our year-end financial statements was conducted by Deloitte & Touche LLP. Please contact Farm Radio International for
a copy of our audited financial statements.
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