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KEEPING  
COMMUNITIES SAFE
On Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. 
Fatoumata Camara, 43, listens to 
her favourite radio program on Radio 
Bamtaare Dowri FM. It’s a program on 
agriculture supported by Farm Radio 
International. 

Fatoumata used to listen with a group 
of her peers in Thiankang where 
she lives in southern Senegal. Much 
has changed since March, however, 
when the first case of COVID-19 was 
reported in the country.

At the time, the government took 
immediate and effective action. But 
that also meant strict restrictions, 
including a curfew and travel bans. 

For Fatoumata, the closure of markets 
corresponded with the end of the dry 
season. It’s a time period when stores 
are often low, meaning subsistence 
farmers are more reliant on store-
bought food. 

“We were living on leftover mush,” 
says Fatoumata, who is married with 
four children. “My small business was 
paralized. We have really suffered.” 

It also left Fatoumata in a more 
vulnerable position for the upcoming 

growing season, as she needed to 
travel to buy seeds and fertilizer. 

When the pandemic started, Farm 
Radio International was working 
with three radio stations, including 
Radio Bamtaare Dowri FM, in 
the Kolda Region of Senegal to 
broadcast programs on climate-smart 
agriculture.

Our radio craft team got to work, 
redesigning our program plan for the 
Digital Advisory Services for Climate 
Smart Agriculture, or DAS4CSA, 
project funded by Enabel, the Belgian 
Development Agency through their 
WeHubit programme. Alongside 
programs on agriculture and climate 
information, which would help farmers 
continue to get good yields we 
redesigned the programs to dedicate 
ten minutes at the start of the show 
to discuss the latest COVID-19 
information. This is now more critical 
than ever. 

From messaging on hand washing and 
physical distancing, to reports on the 
current COVID situation, the programs 
kept rural and remote communities up  
to date on the latest information  

they needed to know. 

“Thanks to radio, I was well informed 
of the daily situation and the evolution 
of the pandemic. Additionally, it 
gave us measures to adopt in order 
to prevent this sickness,” says 
Fatoumata. 

“Without radio, I would 
be really paralyzed, 
very worried, and 
possibly exposed  
to the disease.”

Health officers don’t often come to 
Thiankang, she adds, making radio 
even more essential.

As the pandemic continues, Farm 
Radio is continuing to work with our 
partners to broadcast information 
about COVID-19, but also to make 
sure farmers like Fatoumata have 
information about how to secure good 
harvests to secure their future.



David Bondo, 32, is the director of Ratego Radio, a 
community station based in Siaya County, Kenya. Mr. 
Bondo oversees production at the station, which went on 
air in April 2019.

Starting in mid-June, David began to translate Farm Radio 
International’s COVID-19 spots into Dholou, the language 
spoken by his listeners. 

Farm Radio developed a series of 19 short radio spots 
vetted by health experts, designed to transmit engaging 
and important information about COVID-19 to rural 
communities across Africa. 

So far, David has translated a total of 13 spots. He airs 
each spot 10 to 20 times per day.

Of all the spots, David says that those which deal with 
myths, misinformation, and fake news have been the most 
popular. He says these spots give him the most hope that 
COVID-19 can be easily fought as long as people follow 
proven public health practices like social distancing and 
handwashing.

Though fluent in English and Dholou, David says it was 
difficult at times to get the wording of the spots just right.

“I would use more words describing one thing [in Dholou] 
which has a single name in English,” he says. 

But the effort was worth it. David says that airing the 
spots in a local language allows listeners to have a “deep 
understanding” of information about COVID-19.

“It is very easy for everyone to understand their first 
language, their mother tongue … as opposed to foreign 
languages which are English, Kiswahili, French, and any 
other language,” he says. 

When listeners have access to the right information in 
their preferred language, they are less likely to believe 
myths, rumours, and misinformation, he adds. 

The station has seen a spike in listenership since they 
started recording the Farm Radio spots, which has inspired 
them to write more of their own, using information from 
local health officials.

Still, says David, without these Farm Radio spots, 
his station would rely more heavily on government 
information, which focuses less on prevention measures 
and more on the statistics of new and recovered cases. 
These are important, says Mr. Bondo, but aren’t as useful 
to listeners as advice.

“If more people get to know what they need to do and 
how they should do it, then the world will change.”

Listen to David’s translated spot on our  
website at farmradio.org/ 
covid-19-radio-spots

 TRANSLATING COVID-19 RADIO SPOTS 

INTO LOCAL LANGUAGES



As a break from non-pandemic news, we wanted to 
highlight this great story from 2019.

In 2019, 30 candidates in Koudougou were nominated 
to take part in the Best Husband Contest, a particular 
brainchild of staff at Farm Radio International. 

The Best Husband Contest is a fun activity that integrates 
the engagement of men in the health of mothers and 
children. To participate, contestants register over the 
radio. Then, a preselection of candidates is made by a 
jury, who visits the contestants’ families and administers 
a questionnaire. After the visits, the finalists are 
identified to take part in the last round — held in public 
in the form of a “jeu public” or “public game.”

A jeu public is a type of radio program unique to Burkina 
Faso. Taking place as a community event, the entire 
population of an area gathers together in a public place 
to discuss an important topic. Elimination rounds are 
held, during which questions are posted to the finalists  
in order to determine the winner of the game.

In the case of the Best Husband Contest, the  
event was transmitted live over the airwaves of  
Farm Radio’s partners.

Kabore Pidi Arouna, one of the contestants, is a farmer 
and repairs bikes in Doulou, a village located 12 
kilometres from Koudougou. He is a husband and father 
to nine children

The day of the finale took place in the marketplace, 
under a heavy rain. Radio Palabre of Koudougou, a Farm 
Radio partner, broadcast the game live and Kabore was 
one of the three finalists, eventually winning first place.

In order to win, he had to create a song to create 
awareness among others in the community that he sang 
during the live broadcast.

Happy with the result, he says “I decided to participate 
in the Best Husband Contest to become informed and to 
learn more about the health of mothers and children.”

Kabore is known in Doulou as a community leader.

“I was interested in questions about the health of 
mothers and children well before the contest,” he says.

“I have the conviction that if 
everyone in the world had good 
information, we would know a 
better, more peaceful social climate 
in our community.”

The Best Husband Contest took place under phase two 
of the “Programme d’amélioration de la santé des mères 
et des enfants,” better known as PASME2, a partnership 
between WUSC (World University Service of Canada) 
and Farm Radio International, funded by Global Affairs 
Canada. 

The competition created a space where participants and 
the public who attended the games were able to become 
better acquainted with concepts and attitudes necessary 
to avoid maternal and infant deaths. It particularly 
promoted the role that men and husbands can play.

Equally, it was a way of showing the importance of 
men’s role in communicating between couples, sharing 
decisions and taking responsibility for different household 
chores — all in order to improve couple relationships 
and ultimately improve the overall wellbeing of women, 
newborns, children, men and communities.

It’s a noble responsibility, says Kabore.

 THE “BEST HUSBAND” CONTEST  

ENCOURAGING MEN TO TAKE PART IN  
THE HEALTH OF MOTHERS AND CHILDREN
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We make radio a powerful force for 
good in rural Africa—one that shares 
knowledge, amplifies voices, and supports 
positive change.
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12
Countries
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, 
Mali, Nigeria, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Senegal, 
Tanzania, Uganda

2,200
Calls to our 
broadcaster hotline

63
COVID-questions 
answered
That broadcasters 
relayed back to their 
listeners

15
Resources
Including how-to guides, 
backgrounds, and scripts 
distributed to more than  
2,000 broadcasters

35
Five-day discussions
On topics like health and gender 
moderated by experts through 
social media pages

20
Languages
Amharic, Ateso, Bambara, Chichewa, 
Dioula, English, French, Hausa, Kiswahili 
/ Swahili, Luganda, Luo, Malinké, Mooré, 
Nupe, Peulh / Pulaar, Soninké , Sonrhaï, 
Twi, Wolof, Yoruba.

$116,787
In COVID-related support-funding
Distributed to 101 stations

Join us in celebrating all the harvests people have 
managed across the country this fall. Whether it’s 
your Instagramable sourdough, that fire-escape 
garden, or those squash you can’t wait to pick, we 
can’t wait to see your pictures! In October, we will 
be running a national photo contest to celebrate 
the harvest.  

Find out more at farmradio.org or follow us  
@farmradio on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram  
to learn more.

FARM RADIO
 A RECOMMENDED CHARITY 
Farm Radio is proud to maintain our 4-star ranking 
with Charity Intelligence, alongside our A- and “good” 
impact rating. This is a reflection of our dedication to 
transparency and effectiveness in everything that we do. 
This year, the Charity Intelligence also named us on their 
Intelligent Giving for international charities responding to 
COVID-19. 

Learn more at farmradio.org/charity-intelligence

INFORMATION 
 SAVES LIVES 
In times of crisis, we count on radio. That’s why we’re supporting 
broadcasters during the COVID-19 pandemic. Through them,  
we can ensure that rural people have access to good, timely  
and life-saving information. 


