
A group of women gather in Sare 
Samba Netty every Tuesday. 
The women are part of a 
community listening group set 
up by Farm Radio International, 
under the Scaling Her Voice on 
Air project funded by Global 
Affairs Canada. They’re listening 
to a show broadcast on Bamtaare 
Dowri FM, in Velingara, in the 
Kolda Region of Senegal. 

“We know the broadcasts 
are on Tuesday evenings, so 
as a community we prepare 
ahead of time, and finish our 
work early.” 
 
Siranding Sabalé

The programs, based off of 
surveys from women in the 
communities around Velingara, are 
designed to meet the expressed 
needs of local women. The first 
series on Bamtaare Dowri FM 
addressed topics from proper 
food hygiene to the types of 
nutritionally-rich foods available 
for people to eat in order to stay 
healthy. The shows tackled topics 
like local taboos about when 
and how people should eat fruit, 
ways of cooking food so that it 
conserves precious nutrients, or 

how both men and women can aid 
in the preparation of such foods. 
“The community really listens 
to what the programs say,” says 
Siranding. 
Démo Baldé, another woman in 
the group, says she has changed 
the way she cooks because of the 
programs. 
“Now I cook vegetables.  
I hadn’t done that before,”  
she says. Others in the group 
added that they are sure to  
wash the vegetables, and their 
hands, before cooking them. 
The community maintains a 
“culture maraîchère,” or vegetable 
garden, that they’ve added to 
since listening to the programs. 
Over the airwaves, they’ve also 
learned how to properly  
preserve vegetables after  
they’ve been harvested. 
A secondary part of the program 
asks listeners to give their 
feedback over the phone. Thanks 
to a call-in number, and Farm 
Radio’s back-end Uliza platform, 
which compiles information into 
a system radio stations can use 
and respond to, both Farm Radio 
and the stations themselves can 
get live feedback on what listeners 
are learning, how well they are 
understanding, and what topics 
they want to hear about further. 
For example, after a program 
addressed taboos about when 

people eat fruit, the station asked 
listeners what time of the day can 
you consume fruits. Responses 
were fairly equally split between 
after a meal, evening only, never 
eating them, and throughout the 
day. The station could then use 
that to inform their questions to a 
nutritionist on their next show. 
But, in order for the women to call 
into the programs, they first had 
to learn how to do it. 
“In the beginning, we didn’t 
understand how to use our 
cellphones to call the system,” 
says Faye Mballo, another member 
of the group. 
When Bamtaare Dowri FM, whose 
station director is a woman 
herself, unusual among local 
stations, learned women were 
struggling to access the call-in 
system, they sent some of their 
staff into the community to teach 
how to call into the program and 
leave questions. 
“When they showed us how to 
use the phones, we understood 
immediately. We learned as a 
group,” says Faye. 
As Alé Baldé, yet another woman 
from the community listening 
group put it: “When we work as a 
community, when we are together, 
we can do anything.”
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TUESDAY NIGHT  
IS A NIGHT FOR RADIO



THE GEORGE ATKINS  
 COMMUNICATIONS AWARD 

The George Atkins Communications Award, named after our founder, George Atkins, recognizes a radio 
broadcaster who serves their rural audience and is a committed partner of Farm Radio International. 
We’re excited to honour three broadcasters this year. Congratulations to this year’s winners:

Madelena Mkirema, Radio Amani, Kenya 
Madelena Mkirema has been a radio broadcaster for five years, working for three 
stations in various regions of Kenya. She is currently a host and presenter at  
Radio Amani in Nakuru. Over the course of her career, her skills have been 
recognized with two awards: she won for the most impactful story at the Digi 
Radio Awards, and was named best radio presenter at the Great Rift Valley  
Gospel Music Awards. She started broadcasting in high school, and now runs  
a program called The Hero Farmer. 
“I believe every problem has a solution and that is what actually inspired me,“ 
says Madelena.

Alhassan Seidu Kayaba, Zaa Radio, Ghana 
Alhassan Kayaba has worked in radio for the past 16 years, and is currently the 
assistant manager at Zaa FM in Tamale, northern Ghana. He is also a farmer, and 
part of his inspiration in becoming a broadcaster was the opportunity to be a voice 
for farmers and provide them with the opportunity to be heard. His work with the 
program involved meeting with land owners in various communities to ensure 
women had good land they could use to farm.
“All this that I was doing I never thought that somebody somewhere would 
recognize what I am doing and see the need to recognize such a program,” he says. 

Vianney Watsongo Katsuva, Radio Télévision Évangélique et De 
Développement Hermon, DRC
For Vianney Watsongo Katsuva, being a broadcaster means being a 
voice for others. Mr. Katsuva has more than 13 years of experience as a 
journalist. Now, as editor-in-chief at Radio Télévision Évangélique et de 
Développement Hermon in Rutshuru, DRC, he makes agriculture a priority 
by giving farmers a platform to tell their stories and learn from experts.
“In rural areas radio has a large role because it facilitates  
direct communication between farmers. Radio is an  
open path, and a channel for messages of  
guidance and appropriate  
methods for family farming.”

WORLD RADIO DAY
Interested in meeting this year’s award winners?  
Visit farmradio.org/2021-farm-radio-award-winners/  
to watch Lloyd Robertson and Nora Young 
interview some of the 2021 George Atkins and Liz 
Hughes award winners as part of our World Radio 
Day celebrations.



“Rural women know best what they need, but we 
need to reach out and listen to them,” says Caroline 
Montpetit, Farm Radio’s Regional Program Manager 
for West Africa & Gender Equality Advisor.
There are few opportunities for women to be heard 
and respected in the public sphere. Radio done right, 
can provide an opportunity not only for women to 
speak up, but to inspire others to do the same. 
“It’s a great leadership tool, because everybody can 
hear you,” says Caroline. 
Radio not only amplifies the voices, opinions and 
concerns of women, it shares information that allows 
them to change their own lives. 

THE LIZ HUGHES AWARD  
  FOR HER FARM RADIO 
The Liz Hughes Award for Her Farm Radio recognizes a radio program team dedicated to serving women 
listeners. Their program addresses gender equality and amplifies the voices of women.
The award is named after a former board member of Farm Radio International. Liz Hughes was a reporter, 
broadcaster and newsroom leader herself. At Farm Radio, and in everything she did, Liz was also a 
champion of gender equality. Liz died of cancer in 2018, but we’re proud to honour her memory every 
year through this award.
This year’s winners are: 

Tupiganishe Ujeuri Dhidi Ya Wanawake from Radio Communautaire Salama,  
DRC (Grand Prize winner)
This 30-minute show addresses gender-based violence, a challenging and sensitive 
issue that they address with care, but also in a way that is engaging for listeners. The 
production team speaks to men and women in the community, as well as experts from 
one of the women’s organisations who supports the planning of the program. They also 
share a phone number that listeners can call to report incidents of gender-based violence 
or to learn more. 
“Our programs pass the mic to those the press forgets,” says station manager Jeremie 
Kyaswekera. 

She Show from Ahomka FM, Ghana (Runner-up prize) 
The She Show is a vibrant one-hour weekly show all about women’s issues, from their 
finances and sex life to child rearing, health, family issues, and more. Many of the on-
air discussions touch on women’s rights in society and the importance of women’s voices 
in decision-making. Women are involved in planning and producing this program, which 
features many women’s voices, but also men’s, on issues important to women. 
 “We have always talked about how women in our societies should be empowered and 
how women need to be independent and confident.” says executive producer Nana Effah.

Agriculture et Developpement from Radio Rurale Locale de Banikoara,  
Benin (Runner-up prize)
This 20-minute program addresses agriculture and development, particularly the cotton industry in Benin. 
But it makes space to address the role of women in this value chain, including women’s access to land and 
women’s representation in cooperatives. 
“Men and women can support each other. [With] agriculture we can prosper,” says Serge Fanou, editor in 
chief of Radio Rurale Locale. 

THE POWER OF WOMEN’S VOICES

Read more about how we address 
gender in our radio programs:
farmradio.org/the-power-of-womens-voices
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To say Farm Radio International 
has been busy of late would be 
an understatement.
In November of last year, we 
launched a new project in seven 
countries — four new to us 
— across sub-Saharan Africa, 
thanks to support from the 
German development agency.
The RECOVER project is 
$4.3 million project designed 
to encourage and improve 
agriculture and economic 
recovery, safely, in the face 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
— especially as countries and 
economies begin to re-open.
We’re running this project as 
remotely as we can, ensuring 
farmers, broadcasters, and our 
staff stay safe. 
So what are we doing? In each 
country, we’ve identified a 
specific crop that we can help 
farmers grow, sell, and process 
— over the radio of course! 
Working with specific radio 
stations, we will produce an in 
depth, interactive radio series 
on the crop. We’ll train these 
stations (virtually), and give 
them support from our Uliza suite 
of digital tools to poll, talk with 
and send information to farmers 
using phones. Then, we’ll also 

work with multiple other stations 
across each country to get them 
training content and resources 
to do similar programs on their 
own.
The project brings us into three 
completely new-to-us countries, 
and restarts our work in a fourth. 
In West Africa, Farm Radio will 
be developing and designing 
radio programs in Côte d’Ivoire 
on cocoa, cassava and plantain, 
while in Togo, programs will 
run on soybean, cashew and 
groundnut farming practices. 
In Zambia, in Southern Africa, 
we will be concentrated on 
soybean, groundnut and dairy 
best practices. 
We’re also excited to restart our 
work in Mozambique, where we 
will be exploring two particularly 
interesting crops: pigeon pea and 
baobab trees. 
In our current countries of 
operation, we’ll be working 
in Mali on rice, mango and 
vegetable value chains; in 
Ethiopia on honey, wheat  
and faba beans; and finally,  
in Malawi we will work with our 
long-time partner, Farm Radio 
Trust, to develop radio programs 
on soybean, groundnut and 
cassava. 

The radio programs are set to 
start airing soon, and we can’t 
wait! We know that not only 
will this help farmers with their 
produce, but we will also be 
supporting stations to continue to 
send COVID-19 safety messages, 
to challenge gender stereotypes 
and ensure their stations meet 
the needs of women farmers, as 
well as men, and also provide 
climate-smart tips in places 
where climate change has made 
farmers particularly vulnerable. 

“We know that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted everyone 
differently. We’re excited 
that this ambitious project 
will mean that women, 
farmers, and rural people 
across many regions of 
sub-Saharan Africa will get 
a head start on recovery 
thanks to the power of 
interactive radio.”  
Christine Roy, Project Lead

FARM RADIO  

EXPANDS INTO  

FOUR NEW COUNTRIES


