
Since facing a coup d’etat in 
2012, the West African country 
of Mali has faced ongoing conflict 
and insecurity — the grim reality 
of too many places around the 
world in 2022. 
But, Malians haven’t let conflict 
prevent them from imagining a 
better future for their youth.
While it’s seen recent 
improvements, education has 
suffered enormously since 2012. 
Displacement and the closure of 
schools has left children unable 
to go to school — more than 2 
million school-aged children are 
not enrolled in school. By the 
time they make it to secondary 
school, only 37% of girls are 
enrolled. 
Radio is changing that.
Mali is a place with a strong 
tradition of education; it is home 
to one of the world’s oldest 
universities, dating back to the 
1100s.
Still, insecurity coupled with 
cultural practices mean barriers 
for girls trying to complete 
school. 
In partnership with Alinea and a 
consortium of other NGOs — who 
are working to strengthen school 
systems themselves and make 

them more welcoming for girls 
— Farm Radio is developing radio 
programs that dig into the heart 
of the issue: why girls aren’t 
attending school in the first place. 
“Communities are at the heart 
of decision-making,” says 
Farm Radio’s Malian country 
representative, Malamine Traore. 
Early marriage, gender-based 
violence, and attitudes towards 
gender were all identified by 
community members as reasons 
why girls don’t attend school. 
So radio programs on eight 
stations — reaching all the way 
to Timbuktu — are sparking 
conversations about gender, 
school, and the benefits of school 
for both boys and girls. 
And it’s working. 
Paul Yaya Traoré (no relation), 
from Lenekuy, a community 
almost 500 km east of Bamako, 
the capital city of Mali, near the 
Burkina Faso Border, says radio 
programs on Radio Moutian have 
changed how he treats his own 
family. 
“I have a daughter in the ninth 
grade. I had decided to give her 
away in marriage,” he told the 
radio station. “I was just waiting 
for the New Year’s break to 
celebrate the wedding.”

A radio program on the 
importance of girls’ education 
changed his mind. 

“The advice made me 

reflect deeply.  

I immediately talked  

with my wife to explain 

the mistake that we would 

make by giving away our 

daughter in marriage.  

In the end, we decided  

that she should finish  

her studies.” 

It’s a result that we’ve seen 
across the country.
“After two years of 
implementation, we can safely 
say that the DÉFI project is 
contributing to a significant 
improvement in girls’ enrollment 
and attendance in school.” says 
Malamine.
Better education can only mean 
one thing: a better future. 
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Leadership au Féminin (Leadership for 
women) Radio Media + (Bouaké)  
Côte d’Ivoire
In 30 minutes each week, Leadership au 
féminin aims to present listeners with stories 
about women in non-traditional roles to 
spread the message that women and men 
are equal, and can play many different roles 
in society. The program also addresses 
issues such as women’s access to sexual and 
reproductive health information, gender-based 
violence and more. It boasts many diverse 
segments including: femmes 2.0, which deals 
with entrepreneurship skills for women; une 
grossesse, un repos, which discusses maternal 
health and family planning; and débat 
politique inclusif, which encourages women to 
participate in local decision-making processes.

“Leadership au Féminin is a program that principally seeks to promote gender equality. It began from 
the observation that most of the women in Cote d’Ivoire and in Africa, and even beyond, the majority 
of women do not have the right to speak in their home or even financial independence … Leadership au 
Féminin focuses on solutions to these different problems.”
- Eunice Colle, host

THE GEORGE ATKINS  
 COMMUNICATIONS AWARD 

THE LIZ HUGHES AWARD  
  FOR HER FARM RADIO 

This award is named after Farm Radio International’s founder, George Atkins. It recognizes a radio 
broadcaster who serves their rural audience and is a committed partner of Farm Radio International.
This year’s winners are:

This award recognizes a radio program team dedicated to serving women listeners and whose program 
addresses gender equality and raises the voices of women. The award is give out in memory of Liz 
Hughes, a journalist, board member, and champion of gender equality:

Patricia Kasoki  
Radio communautaire et environnementale de Kanyabayonga (RCEKA-FM), DRC
Patricia Kasoki is a proactive, dynamic broadcaster at Radio Communautaire et 
Environnementale de Kanyabayonga (RCEKA-FM) in North Kivu, DRC. Patricia 
currently runs her own program called Badilika (Change) which she created to 
educate her listeners about local land ownership laws so that they can influence 
policy and participate in decision-making about land development.
“As a female journalist I don’t often feel a part of this world because I face 
many stereotypes every day and many people feel like the work of a journalist is 
something reserved for men. Thanks to the encouragement of my radio station 

and trainings from FRI, I see things differently, and as a woman I have the ability to change things 
positively for my community.”

Rosemonde Bakieno 
Radio Munyu, Burkina Faso
Rosemonde Bakieno is a journalist and director of Radio Munyu, a community 
radio station for women in Banifora, in the Cascades region of Burkina Faso. Her 
interactive radio program Tchikèlaw ka wagati (Tribune of farmers and breeders) 
informs and empowers farmers and livestock keepers to improve their economic 
status through composting and making pesticides.
“We’ve worked for rural development for a long time. This prize is the beginning of 
a new challenge — the challenge for our station to take responsibility for issues of 
rural development within the rural world. We feel with this prize we need to continue 
on this path.”

Solomon Ayele 
Debre Berhan Fana FM 94.0, Ethiopia
Solomon Ayele is a broadcast journalist and station manager at Debre Berhan 
Fana FM 94.0 in Debre Berhan, Ethiopia. He also produces a farmer program called 
Yebalagero Keye (Farmers’ neighbourhood) which focuses on best practices in 
beekeeping and honey production.
“[Small-scale farmers] have strong, intimate connections to their small land and 
animals. They need to get plenty of information about the market, the weather, 
technology, inputs, and methods of farming systems to grow, expand, and 
maintain their productivity.”

Jinsia na Maendeleo (Gender and Development) 
Radio Maria  
Tanzania
Jinsia na Maendeleo is a vibrant, 30-minute program run 
by the one-woman team that is Julieth Muunga. Using 
jingles, vox pops, and interviews, this program educates 
listeners on the importance of empowering women to 
occupy positions of leadership and encouraging women 
and men to break down gender-based stereotypes. In 
past episodes, Jinsia na Maendeleo has given women 
a platform to share their stories about overcoming 
gender-based violence, as well as achieving success in 
positions of leadership.
“The goal of my program is to give people of all genders 
a chance to participate so that they can continue to 
learn about gender and to be good ambassadors. I also give women a unique opportunity 
to raise their voices so they can fill their responsibility and they have a great and important role  
to play in society.”
- Julieth Muunga, host and producer

Hear from this year’s winners of both the George Atkins and the Liz 
Hughes Awards in their own words (and watch our 2022 World Radio 
Day event with Lloyd Robertson) on our website at  
https://farmradio.org/the-2022-farm-radio-awards/
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When it comes to farm radio, 
Farm Radio board member 
Caitlynn Reesor is an expert. 

The difference in capitalization is 
intentional. Farm, or agriculture, 
radio is a long tradition in 
Canada. CBC’s National Farm 
Radio Forums in the 40s and 
50s and Call of the Wild, a show 
started by the Albertan ministry 
of agriculture in 1953, are only a 
couple of examples. 

When Caitlynn, who hosted 
Call of the Wild, was invited 
to become a board member in 
2013, it just made sense — after 
all, her work is, at its core, the 
same as the African broadcasters 
Farm Radio works with.

“As a broadcaster, you want to 
give timely, accurate, useful, 
trustworthy information to your 
listeners, and you want them to 
take what might work for them 
in their own situation,” she says. 
“We’re doing the same thing.”

Despite working in farm 
broadcasting for 25 years, 

Caitlynn’s path to agriculture 
was circuitous — to start with, 
she didn’t grow up on a farm. 

“I wanted to be a sports 
broadcaster,” she says. But, 
when she was asked to fill in for 
the host of the local agriculture 
show, the seed was planted. 

“When I would talk to farmers 
and producers, they were so 
willing to share their stories,” 
she says. “If you had a question, 
they were more than willing to 
explain things.” 

So, when a couple of Farm 
Radio board members invited 
her to join the organization, she 
brought with her a love for radio 
and agriculture. 

On the board since 2013, 
Caitlynn has helped guide 
Farm Radio’s direction, and 
even helped mentor African 
farm broadcasters themselves. 
Her favourite part, she says, 
has been hearing the stories 
of listeners and broadcasters 
Farm Radio works with, as well 

as listening to the programs 
themselves. 

“[I like] hearing what radio 
has done for people’s 
quality of life. It makes a 
huge difference for them 
to get that information. 
That’s what I like about 
ag broadcasting in 
general. I know it makes a 
difference.”

While Caitlynn now runs an 
e-newsletter on agriculture in 
Alberta, she says radio is still an 
essential tool for farmers — both 
in Africa and in Canada. 

“Farmers are always looking for 
information,” she says “Radio 
is still relevant. It’s immediate. 
It’s personal. And when there 
are emergencies, radio is so 
important.”

FARM BROADCASTING: 

FROM ALBERTA TO AFRICA


